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VETERANS APPRECIATION DINNER  

November 12 

On Sunday, November 12, we will be recognizing veterans at our 
10:45am service of worship.  After our worship service, we will be 

holding a special dinner in Trinity Center in honor of the veterans of the McDonald community. We are excited to 
provide a great meal in a setting where honor and appreciation can be given for the service rendered by our veterans. 
This dinner will be a bit different than our normal after-church meals. Guests will take some time to peruse memorabilia 
tables and plaques, there will be an opening prayer and pledge of allegiance to our flag, and then guests will go through 
serving lines to begin the meal. 

While our veterans are the feature of this dinner, the whole congregation is invited. RSVPs are not required but are 
welcomed. Contact Debbie Elicker and let her know that you and your family plan to attend 
(bamnpap217@comcast.net or 724-554-1793). 

MEET MALISA 

Hello! My name is Malisa and I am the new Administrative Assistant here at McDon-
ald Presbyterian Church. My husband and I reside in the Canonsburg/McMurray area 
with our two teenage daughters, a very animated pug, and a lovely Shih Tzu mix that 
showed up one day and adopted us as her family. I am a very active member of my 
current church, Faith Community Church Lakeside in McMurray, where I currently 
serve as the Volunteer Director of Children’s Ministries. 

I grew up through my youth and young adult years attending Hickory Presbyterian 
Church and came to know Jesus personally at the age of 14 during a youth retreat. 
There was this one man who always had joy no matter what trials he faced. A peace 
that I longed for, but one I couldn’t seem to find. During that retreat, I finally had the 
opportunity to ask him how he always seemed to be happy and at peace no matter 
what life had thrown at him. I will never forget how he sat me down on the cabin 
steps and shared the Gospel with me. Even growing up in the church, I hadn’t understood the need to accept Jesus into 
my heart. That moment changed me in ways I am forever thankful for and filled me with an immediate love and peace 
that is indescribable. As a young adult, I fell away from the church for several years and God used that yearning of peace 
and love during trials of heartache to pull me back, placing a desire in me to serve him in all aspects of my life. It is that 
desire that led me here to all of you. 

It has been such a blessing to work here at MPC. I love seeing your church grow and the good that it does for those 
within the community and across the world. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of so many great things!  I look for-
ward to meeting each of you in the coming months.  

       In His Grace,   Malisa Silassy 

mailto:bamnpap217@comcast.net
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 A Season of New Birth 

 Behold I am making all things new!  Revelation 21 

 

As I write this letter, I am sitting at my desk on Saturday morning following a week of very much needed vacation to 
catch up on needed tasks around the house and to support Sarah and our crew as we adjust to having Silas William 
home with us.  New birth is always a cause for celebration and a time of great joy.  But there is also struggle.  With 
the welcoming of a new person into the family, resources are stretched and there are losses of time with mom, losses 
of mom's sleep, and more needs than dad can hope to address.  But it is a good kind of struggle; it is a blessed time, 
and there is no question that the sacrifice is worth it.  We could not be more delighted to have Silas, and we appreci-
ate all the grace that has been extended to us from all of you. 

As the Amslers are retooling our systems to make way for a family of four, I 
can't help but bring the analogy forward.  As a church, we have been 
challenged to retool ourselves so that we might be more able to welcome 
new children into the kingdom of God.  At a time when we could have just 
put some things on cruise control, God came up to us and, to put it bluntly, 
said no.  He told us that he has a vision for us that is larger than any of us 
could have ever imagined and that we would set out on a mission to make 
more disciples of Jesus Christ. 

We have been thinking about it and talking about it for a series of months 
now, and we will begin our implementation phase in November and 
December and really start making our transition in January.  I believe that 
our gains will be huge and our losses will be small.  We will band together as 
a congregation and take on the challenge of throwing wide open our doors 
and ushering people into the presence of the living God. 

Many of you are saying that a lot of the new changes fall on my shoulders 
and, to some extent, that is true.  The Session is going to be responsible for 
vision-casting and governance.  They will hold me accountable to achieving 
goals that we set together.  I will be responsible for leading our programs 
and ministries through staff people and volunteers.  We will be engaged in 
kingdom-building work together, and we will be able to make decisions and take risks on behalf of those who need 
to hear the message of Christ most. 

One of the first things we will be doing is getting an executive team of staff and volunteers together who will be 
leading out in the different areas of ministry.  Many of these people are already in place.  We will be reimagining 
how we can greet and welcome members and visitors to our worship services and implementing new forms of 
ministry.  Many of these things are changes that I had sensed we should do years ago, but our systems did not allow 
for it.  Be in prayer for our congregation as we participate in a rebirth as God has called us to do.  Please consider 
how you might become involved, and share your enthusiasm for the future of our congregation. 

        

    In his Grace,  

    Pastor Justin 
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MINISTRY UPDATES 

    OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD UPDATE  

        “SHOEBOX PACKING PARTY” 

              SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2017 

   9:00 – 10:30 AM 

  CALVARY FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

ALL are welcome to attend and lend a hand as we pack AT LEAST 550 shoeboxes! 

 

 “THANK YOU” to everyone for the generous donations throughout the year.  Several volunteers 
have been preparing those donations and we will soon be ready to pack!  Shipping donations ($9/box) are 
always welcome.  Checks can be made payable to “McDonald Presbyterian Church,” memo “OCC.” 

 

** HELP WANTED:  PACKING PARTY SET UP -  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3 – 9:30AM ** 

 

You are always welcome to pack your own box(es)!  Bring them on the 5th (look for the 
designated drop off area in the parlor) or drop them off during National Collection 

Week (see below). 

.   

                                                     

**  O.C.C. DROP OFF SITE  ** 

McDonald Presbyterian Church will again serve as a drop off site for the shoeboxes. 

We will operate out of the Calvary Center Fellowship Hall per the following schedule. A volunteer sign up sheet is 
located in Calvary Parlor. 

 

 

 

If you are interested in volunteering with any phase of this ministry, please contact 
Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) for more information.   

Monday 

Nov. 13 

Tuesday 

Nov. 14 

Wednesday 

Nov. 15 

Thursday 

Nov. 16 

Friday 

Nov. 17 

Saturday 

Nov. 18 

Sunday 

Nov. 19 

Monday 

Nov. 20 

 

10am-noon 

and 

6pm-8pm  

  

9:30am - 
11:30am 

  

10 am-noon 

and 

6pm-8pm 

  

9:30am - 
11:30am 

  

 9:30am - 
11:30am 

  

  9:00am -                                  
11:00 am 

  

noon -
2:00pm 

  

10:00am -
noon 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE   

October was a great month in Sunday school!  We had a visitor who was a 
Shoebox recipient as a child.  It was beautiful and amazing to hear what 
happens to these shoeboxes after we finish packing them.  This beautiful 
woman told us about when she was a child and had to eat leaves for food 
and eventually went to an orphanage where she received a shoebox that had a pink pen and it changed her whole life!  
Be sure to ask your kids what they heard and make sure they are in Sunday school on November 5 (9:00 am Calvary 
Basement)! 

We celebrated the birthdays of 4 teachers on October 22 and will celebrate birthdays again on November 19 & 
December 10.  Every student with a birthday in that month gets a whole donut, the rest of us get a half donut.   

While your teachers really enjoy Sunday school, they need YOUR help!  All our classes need teachers!  We will 
provide training and assist you with getting all of your clearances.  Send your questions and interest in volunteering to 
Karin Munoz at Karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Calendar items: 

November 5, 9:00am Calvary 

November 19 Birthday celebration with donuts 

December 10 Birthday celebration with donuts 

December 24 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

McDonald Food Bank 

 
Please consider donating Thanksgiving dinner items to the McDonald Food Bank this month.   

Donations are collected in the Calvary Center Parlor.  Please see Ed Nalesnick if you have any questions.   

Westminster College in New Wilmington, PA, has invited McDonald Presbyterian Church to identify and nominate 2 
rising high school seniors to receive an $18,000 scholarship to be paid every year for four years for a total of $72,000. 
Called “The Presbyterian Heritage Scholarship”, the scholarship is available to students who possess a 3.5 cumulative 
GPA, are members of a congregation whose roots come from the Presbyterian and reformed traditions and are formally 
nominated by the pastor/youth pastor/or a member of the congregation who has graduated from Westminster.  

Program Deadlines:  

Nominations – February 1st 

Student Applications – February 15th  

For more information contact the church office.  

WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 

THE PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE SCHOLARSHIP 

mailto:Karin@mcdonaldpres.org


PAGE 5 MCPRESBY NEWS 

 

CAN I SAY THE LORD’S PRAYER? 

 

I cannot say “Our” if I live in a watertight spiritual 
compartment, if I think a special place in Heaven is 
reserved for my denomination. 

I cannot say “Father” if I do not demonstrate the rela-
tionship in my daily life. 

I cannot say “Which art in Heaven” if I am so occu-
pied with earth that I am not laying up treasure over 
there. 

I cannot say “Hallowed be thy name” if I, who am 
called by His name, am not holy. 

I cannot say “Thy will be done” if I am questioning, 
resentful, or disobedient to His will for me. 

I cannot say “Give us this day our daily bread” if I am 
living on past experiences. 

I cannot say “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” if I harbor a grudge against anyone. 

I cannot say “Lead us not into temptation” if I deliberately place myself or remain in a position where I 
am likely to be temped. 

I cannot say “Deliver us from evil” if I am not prepared to fight it in the spiritual realm with the weapon 
of prayer. 

I cannot say “Thine is the glory” if I am seeking glory for myself. 

I cannot say “Forever” if my horizons are bound of things of time. 

I cannot say “Amen” if I do not also add “cost what it may” for to say this prayer honestly … will cost 
everything. 
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CHOIR REHEARSAL SCHEDULES 

Adult Choirs Children/Youth Choirs 

Thurs, November 2 7:00pm Children/Youth/Adults 
 
Thurs, November 9 6:00pm Bells 
   7:10pm Praise Team 
   7:30pm Adult Choir 
 
SUN, November 12 Noon Praise Team 
 
Thurs, November 16 7:15pm Children/Youth/Adults 
 
TUES, November 21 6:00pm Bells 
   6:45pm Children’s Choir 
   7:30pm Adult Choir 

THURS, November 2 7:00pm with Adult Choir 
 
Tues, November 7 6:45pm Children’s Choir 
 
Tues, November 14 6:45pm Youth Choir 
 
THURS, November 16 7:15pm with Adult Choir 
 
Tues, November 21 6:45pm Children’s Choir 
 
Tues, November 28 6:45pm Youth Choir 

       

      EXCITING NEWS FOR DECEMBER! 

 

We are excited to share with friends and family 
that the community will once again do a Christ-
mas Cantata hosted by MPC. This is a great event, 

as it brings together folks from various churches in the area to sing and share the wonderful Christmas story. It takes a lot 
of devoted effort to make this happen. We cannot yet give you the exact date(s), but it will be the weekend of December 
8th-10th, so please keep your calendar free to join us at Trinity Center for this beautiful way to get ready for Christmas. 

Syndria will be seeking out help in the next few weeks for some set construction and design, for advertising, for greeters, 
for cookie bakers, for helping with costumes and some other helpful support. Please assist in at least one way to make 
this a great success. We hope to have a good number of singers who will be rehearsing weekly to prepare for this, and 
the children and youth of MPC will all be able to be in it or help with the production as well. More news will come, and 
in advance you all are greatly thanked for your help with this production! 

 

Practice Schedule for Christmas Cantata 

Sunday, November 5 @ Trinity—7pm to 8:30pm 

Monday, November 13 @ Trinity—7pm to 8:30pm 

Sunday, November 19 @ Trinity—7pm to 8:30pm 

Monday, November 27 @ Trinity—7pm to 8:30pm 

 



 

Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli 
Miss Julie Hanczar   

Ms. Debby Penberthy 
Mrs. Dorothy Penberthy   

Margaret Augustine, Humbert Lane Personal Care Home 
Larry Doak, H John Heinz III Progressive Center 

Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care 
Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills 
Dorothy Roths, Golden Living Center of South Hills 

Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 

Date Greeters Acolytes Lay Leader 
Young   

Disciples Hospitality 
Children’s 

Church 
Nursery 
Helper 

Nov 5 

Diane & Bob 
Shepherd 

 
Arlene Carr 

Hailey &   
Sydney Bair 

Molly   
Maxwell 

Michelle  
Unruh 

Katie 
McDowell 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Nov 12 

Kate Zombeck 
& 

Katelynn 
Falleroni 

Megan      
Esposito 

& 
Emma Russi 

Debbie   
Elicker 

Peggy      
Samarin 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Jamie Slack 
Julie       

Bennett 

Nov 19 
Dorothy       

Penberthy 

Kaitlyn Eger 
& 

Lily         
Batehelder 

Dana Martin Cliff Elicker Syndria Lowe Mary Bennett 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Nov 26 Janet Slack 
Luke Gladden 
& Kimberly 

Muñoz 

Linda     
Matchett 

Dana Martin 
Molly      

Maxwell 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 
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NOVEMBER VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

November Communion Servers:   

Connie Buydasz, Debbie Elicker, Molly Maxwell, Jim McDowell, Nancy Turk, Michelle Unruh 
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CELEBRATIONS 

 
Robert McDowell 11/1 
Carol Berthold 11/4 
Diane Shepherd 11/4 
Joan Pryor  11/5 
Randy Klimas  11/8 
Janet Crawford 11/9 
Tom Maxwell  11/9 
Betty McWreath 11/9 
Ella Oliveira  11/9 
Pat Powell  11/9 
Brittany Lauff  11/10 
Lois Meehan  11/11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dixie & Gary Haberland  11/9 

 

 
Brayden Jordan  11/12 
Katie McDowell 11/14 
Alicia Slovick  11/14 
Karen Altman  11/15 
Dennis Cooper  11/19 
Ray Smith  11/19 
Evan Tidd  11/19 
Jennifer Guidice 11/20 
Hannah Mohon  11/21 
Lana Longstreth 11/29 
Harry Masquelier 11/30 
      

  
 

 
 
 
 

Joy & Rich Snatchko  11/22 
 

Thank you to the Steering Committee, chairpersons, helpers, and volunteers for     
making the 2017 MPC McFall Fest a success! 

To McDonald Presbyterian Church, 

Thank you for your donation to the 
Heritage Public Library. 

The generosity of your donation will 
help us continue to serve the people of 
our area. 

Your kindness is greatly appreciated. 

 

 Heritage Public Library 

Dear MPC 

I would like to thank all of the 
members of the congregation who 
sent me cards and have prayed for 
me when I broke my leg. I also 
want to thank everyone who con-
tinues to pray for my well being 
and as well as everyone who con-
tinues to ask how I am. 

God Bless, DJ 

 
The CE, Missions and Evangelism Committee would like to thank the congregation for its generous Hurricane Relief 
donations which totaled $783. 

We will send this financial support to the ECO presbyteries of Texas and Florida. With direct contact to churches and 
communities, the presbyteries are in a position to administer funds to people in need. 

Please continue to pray for those who were affected by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. 
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NOVEMBER 2017 

WEEKLY EVENTS 
 

SUNDAYS    9:30am Sunday School 
   10:45am Worship 
   6:00pm reNEW 

TUESDAYS  Children’s Choir  
   (See Schedule page 6)* 

   Boy Scouts 

WEDNESDAYS Girl Scouts 

THURSDAYS  Choir (See Schedule page 6)* 

FRIDAYS  AA Trinity Center 

* Note special rehearsal dates because of Thanksgiving 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

   November 3-4  OCC Setup 
   November 4  MAG Meeting 

   November 5  OCC Packing Party (9am Calvary) 

   November 11  New Member Conference (9:30am) 

   November 12  Veterans’ Day Lunch 

   November 13-20 OCC Packing 

   November 19  New Members Welcome 

   November 23-24 Office Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

   November 27  Christmas Decorating 

MONTHLY EVENTS 
 

November 2 & 16 Paulin Bible Study  (5:45pm Trinity) 

November 7  Trustees’ Meeting (7pm) 
   Dartball 

November 8  Office Staff Meeting (10am) 

November 12  Communion 

November 13  Finance Meeting (6:30pm) 
   Newsletter Deadline 

November 16  Lioness Meeting (7pm) 

November 20  Session Meeting (6:30pm) 

November 27  Deacons’ Meeting (7pm) 
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NOVEMBER 2017 NEWSLETTER 

 

Operations Officer ~ Tom Maxwell 

Bookkeeper ~ Connie Buydasz 

bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Director of Children’s Ministries ~ 

Karin Muñoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director ~ Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director ~ 
Heidi Adomshick 

Organist ~ Donna Klimas 

Custodial Staff ~ 

Pat Powell ~ Supervisor 

Paul Winters 

Newsletter Editor ~ Patty Doane 

  
 

  
 

  November 5 Shoe Box Sunday 

  November 12 Communion 
   Veterans’ Day Lunch 

  Nov 13-20 OCC Packing 

  Nov 23-24 Office Closed (Thanksgiving) 

    

  December 3 Communion 

  December 17 Christmas Luncheon 

  Dec 25-26 Office Closed (Christmas) 

 

 
 

Pastor ~ Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 

(724) 699-0157 

Administrative Asst. ~ Malisa Silassy 

malisa@mcdonaldpres.org 

Office Hours 
Monday ~ Thursday 

8:00 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m. 


